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From the Rector

Dear Friends,

OAmazing grace!
soundébéd This past
this song- at a funeral on Saturday

(for Kyle Wilfert, age 47) and at a
wedding on Monday (Dean and | offi-
ciated for an old friend, Sean Molloy
and his bride Jodi Magee, both older
than Kyle). Singing this hymn (#671) in
the context of overwhelming grief and
great joy within a few days prompted
me to reflect on what grace is and how
we experience it in our lives.

The hymn has words by John Newton.
The story behind the hymn is also fa-
miliar; itds been
cluded in, a number of documentaries.
Newton (17251807) was a ship cap-
tain who made his living by the slave
trade. He had a profound conversion
experience where he recognized his
personal sinfulness and received for-
giving grace-- and also recognized

the sinfulness, the evil, of the trade it-
self. He inspired William Wilberforce
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in the movement that eventually out-
lawed slavery in England.

Grace is one of the most common and
important concepts in our Christian
faith. But what is it?

John S. Mogabgab, editor &Veav-
ings a journal of Christian spirituality,
puts it this way:

OEverything we
to be, every earthly place and time,

h o evensfavfleirey galakyhiesaturated by

gragee &iaee s dhe comtinususiyn ayit
flowing energy of
all creatures live and without which we
cannot thrive. o

In this season of Epiphany, we repeat-
edly use the image of light in the dark-
ness for the coming of Christ into our
world and into our hearts, piercing the
shadow of suffering and death and
also illumining the presence of beauty
and life that exists in all of creation.
The Celtic monk Pelagius wrote,
oOnarrow shafts
mla a te
i ncarnation of Goo
Christ- in his life and teaching, his
death and resurrection widens these
narrow shafts and shows us even more
the grace of God, the flowing energy

of

saparnataensd haec

of Godods | ove that
I n Mogabgabdés woro
us t o see Godds | 1t

o
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From the Rector (Continued)

shining in creation and grace creates
within us the very capacity for such
vi sion. 6

OThrough many dange
snares | have alrec:c
grace that brought me safe thus far,

and grace wil |l | e ac
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So, in the midst of grief, suffering,
illness, unemployment or underem-
ployment, of various experiences of
loss and anxiety, grace is a shaft of
light that shows us that God is always
with us, that we are loved and worthy
of that love, that the bounty and
beauty of our world is still here for

us.

In the midst of joy, inspiration and
illumination, love and happiness, per-
sonal fulfillment and success, grace
abounds and opens our hearts to rec-
ognize God as the source of it all,
and urges us to help create a world
where all Godods
that goodness- so that we too can
become lights in the darkness.

pe

Amazing grace! We receive it every
Sunday in fellowship, music, prayer,
scripture and Sacrament. We receive
it every day in our families, friends,
art and Creation. We receive it

when we stop for a moment to open
our hearts the presence of the living

Chri st and the ene
wherever we are, and allow it to
flow through us to others.
Faithfully,
+—
an share in

Bishop Croneberger Visitation/Dedication

The Rt. Rev. John Palmer Croneberger cated. Over the past eighteen

will be the Celebrant at our 10:00am
service of Holy Eucharist on Sunday,
February 12th.Bishop "Jack" is the
former rector of Atonement and
Bishop of Newark (retired) and now
serves as the Assistant Bishop in the
Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania.

Our new elevator- part of the
"Open Doors, Open Hearts" accessi-
bility campaign-- will be dedi-

months, we have completed and
dedicated the remodeled entrance on
Engle Street and new bath-
rooms.With the completion of the
elevator and A/V system, large por-
tions of our buildings are now fully
accessible! A festive reception will
follow the service and dedication.

Please mark your calendars to be
present at this momentous day in the
life of Atonement!

r
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Outreach Sunday

Il n addition to
At onement s ou
to addressing hunger.

Bi shop Cro
t

ne
treach to he

This year we will be hosting Deacon Diane Riley who joined the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey as Director of Advocacy last April. For the past five years, she served as Outreach

and Educati on

Coordinator f or t

he Apostl esd

New Jersey to educate people on the factors that contribute to hunger and to help communi-
ties explore activities and changes to policies that address the underlying causes and solu-
tions. She is also an Episcopal Deacon who serves as a resource to faith communities in issues

of economic justice.

Diane will speak to the congregation during the 10:00am service about her work on hunger
in our diocese. She will also assist during the servidetviRéwv.Croneberger and Rev.
Lynne Weber. The service will also include special prayers and music relating to outreach.

Outreach Grants

The Outreach Team completed their
review of grant applications received
during 2011. With our recommenda-

T Rebuilding Together...$600
T St. Paul ds Deve
1 St. Peters Haven...$1,500

tion and the Vest riy 8helteaQumpSisters..&1,000 w e

have granted $10,000 in funds to the
following outreach partners, and we
have received warm thanks from
these organizations for our generos-

ity:

1 Bright Side Manor...$1,200

1 Center for Food Action...$1,200

1 Family Promise of Bergen
County...$1,000

1 Pascack Valley Meals on
Wheels...$1,000

1 North Porch...$1,500

| thank the members of the Outreach
Team for their hard work and dedica-
tion: Gloria Layne, Carol Petrovich,
Wilson Reimers and Mary Elizabeth
Smith. Anyone who is interested in
joining our team can call me at 201
894-9099 or send an email to
dhctravel@aol.comWe have meet-
ings throughout the year.

Deedy Clark

|l opment .. . $1,0

OUTREACH
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Confirmation and PreConfirmation Class

The Church of the Atonement will be sending Marina Reilly to be confirmed on Sunday, April 22nd.
Marina is a freshman at River Dell High School and is involved in many activities such as competitive
dance and Girl Scouts. Her Confirmation project focuses on hunger.

Also, Olivia Savell and Fran Regan will be received from the Roman Catholic Church to the Episcopal

Church.

The PreConfirmation class is composed of ten young adults. Seventh graders include Caitlin Marcus
and Sofia Parmlee of Tenafly Middle School, Tymeson Reilly of River Dell Middle School, and Thea
Bliss of Honiss School in Dumont. Eighth graders are Gabby Diaz of Demarest Middle School, Dorothy
Quincy of Horace Mann School in New York City, and Olivia Hancock, Mikala Kostyn, Taylor
Fredericks and Robert Mikesh of Tenafly Middle School.

Carol Petrovich
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Confirmation Project

Hunger is a problem, not only
throughout the world, but right here in
New Jersey. As Christians we are
taught to love our neighbors as our-
selves. We are taught to help those
in times of need.

As my Confirmation project, | have
chosen to help the hungry by donat-
ing food to the Center for Food Ac-
tion. | have set a goal of obtaining
1,000 nonperishable food items and
have received many donations from

= —a -8 —a 8 2

= —a —a —a 2

the Atonement community. My sincere |

thanks to those who have already
donated!

I f youdd I|Iike to
please bring the following items to
me at church on Sundays:

1
1

Canned meat (tuna, chicken, etc.)
Canned hearty soup

Canned vegetables

Macaroni and cheese

Peanut butter and jelly

Cereal (low sugar kids cereal
welcome)

Dry milk (e.g. boxed Parmalat)
Canned fruit

Instant potatoes

100% juice

Baby formula and diapers (sizes
4,5 and 6)

Bar soap

Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Supermarket gift cards

s Togeiher we canrmake p diftejerees t

Marina Reilly
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Church School News

The Church School finds itself busy as
usual with lessons and activities for
the children. Advent brought the
lovely Christmas pageant in which
children participated in music and act-
ing to bring the birth of Jesus to life
for the entire congregation. Even the
smallest children were able to take
part as stars and angels.

In early January, children enjoyed a
group activity that focused on the
celebration of Epiphany, learning
what the gifts of the Magi signified,
and even getting to "experience"
them. Following the lesson and after
the service, an Epiphany party was
enjoyed by all.

Currently, children are being chal-
lenged to bring in cans of food to
support Marina Reilly in her Confir-
mation project "quest"” to feed the
hungry by "caching" 1,000 food items
for the Center for Food Action. While
they will continue to bring in food
items throughout the year, we will
bring our donated food items into the
Church for the Offertory on February
12th, so we are encouraging them to
participate in a bigger way this
month. We remind all parents that
this is an important outreach goal in
which the children participate, and
encourage you to help your children
remember those who are hungry.

Teachers are currently preparing lots
of lessons surrounding the season of

Lent, including scouting out opportuni-
ties for children to participate in Fam-
ily Sundays as Lectors, Ushers, etc.
Children are also learning music for a
group "offering" at a Family Sunday.

Angie Rispoli continues to provide
spiritual direction during the Liturgy
of the Word of God as well as music
instruction. Our Liturgy of the Word
occurs after classroom instruction and
prepares children for worship by
transitioning them into a quiet,
prayerful state of mind, open to re-
ceive the Holy Spirit. Right after the
Liturgy of the Word, children join
their parents in the Church for Holy
Communion.

We encourage you to bring your chil-
dren to Church School at 9:45am
each Sunday as often as possible so
they can enjoy the learning, growing
and praying we do together. The
more consistently, from week to week
your child participates in our faith
community, the
church is their

Also, please ask your child about

Church School, and whether they have

a take-home lesson or challenge for
the week. You can encourage them
and talk with
learning about Godi and maybe
youdl !l find it

Shari Caloz

mor e

t hem about

what 1
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Lynne Weber Joins Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Our rector Lynne Weber, along with her husband Dean Weber (rector of All Saints in Leonia) will par-
ticipate in "Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus," a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, from Monday, February
26th to Saturday, March 10thThe pilgrimage is hosted by our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Mark Beckwith, who
has received donations so that the trip is partially underwritten and affordable to clEngypilgrim-

age is led by a retired Episcopal priest in conjunction with Worldwide Pilgrimage Ministries.

Lynne and Dean will join approximately 30 other clergy including Deacon Joanne O'Neill in a very full
schedule covering many biblical sites across the entire colimegywill stay at a kibbutz on the Sea of
Galilee (4 nights), a kibbutz on the Dead Sea (3 nights), and a hotel in Jerusalem (4 nights).

As a pilgrimage, the emphasis is not only on seeing sites but on feeling, sensing a deeper connection to
God in places where God has been revealed through the people of Israel and through Jesus Christ.
There is time built in at the end of each day for worship and reflection on the sites experienced during
the day. Although there is very little free time scheduled, Lynne hopes to have time to continue her
sketch and watercolor journal.

Lynne will offer at least one eventprobably on a weekday evening after Easterfor a simple sup-
per and report back.

While Lynne is away, there will be clergy available for pastoral conc&nsSunday, February 4th the

Rev. John Marcantonio will be the guest celebrant and preacher at the Lenten Family Rummdawas
the Seminarian at Atonement during 2€TH.0.

Open Doors, Open Heartd Time to Celebrate!

The construction is finished, and  wedd
making the project a great success.

o Dondét forget our O0Over the Topd griant
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Day of Di scernment for ALIL
God is CallingéHow Will YOU Ansjwer

Saturday, April 14th, 2012
St . Mi chael s, Wayne
9:00am to 4:00pm

Discernmenrta s pi ri tual practice availablje t
0The Christian practice of seeking Godds call ir
process of intentionally becoming aware of how God is present, active, and calling us as individuals
and communities so that we can respond with J|ncr

-- Elizabeth Lieberfhe Way of Discernment

Building on the positive experience of | ast year
otherDay of Discernmenin April. The day6s wor kshops are intended
better understand that call; to explain how the discernment process unfolds; and to prepare them to work
more effectively with a discernment committear. those who sense that they want to discern a call to or-
dained ministry, attending this day with their rector or piestarge is a requirement. Those interested/in

the ordination process must register no later than FebruaryrBedidition, individuals interested in the op-
portunity to consider different models of lay ministry are warmly encouraged to abetails for lay per-

sons interested in attending must register no later than April 7th.

A Keynote Address given by Bishop Mark Beckwith will be followed by workshops on Ministry of the|Laity,
Priestly Ministry and Diaconal Ministffhe workshop on the Ministry of the laity will discuss lay ministry in the
congregation and in the world.

Lay persons interested in attending to learn more about the discernment process are to register no later tha
April 7th. Cost is $10 per person (or $5 per person if three or more attend from the same congrega-

tion). For questions about registration, please contact Kitty Kawecki a30£3902 or
kkawecki@dioceseofnewark.org

For more information speak with Lynne or me.

Angie Rispoli
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138th Diocesan Conventioni January 27-28

The Episcopal Diocese of Newark
Hilton Hotel, One Hilton Court, Parsippany

Our elected deputiesAlan Lauderdale, Ed Jaxel, Olivia Savell
Elected as District 9 Youth Deputyr ownZoe Bliss-- kudos to Zoe!

(This is a great opportunity for young people to experience the larger Church and its many ministries, an
also meet lots of other Episcopal teens. Atonement is one of nine Episcopal churches in northeastern Bt
County which comprises DistricZ6e was elected by them.)

Workshops on a wide range of congregational development issues on Friday morning and during Satur-
day |l unch; worship; and diocesan business incl:
needs of children, our Companion Diocese, lay employee benefit mandates, and the diocesan budget.

Visitors are very welcome to attend most of these workshops, meetings and worship services.
They do not have voice or vote.

For more information, speak to Lynne Weber or Alan Lauderdale.

Fair Report

A SUCCESS, A SUCCESS! THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!
PROFIT OF $16,283! WOW!

Rebuilding Together Bergen County

We will once again be participating there are also opportunities for
in National Rebuilding Day on Satur-  weekend preparation work leading
day April 28th. Each year volunteers up to the actual rebuilding day.

from Atonement have worked along-
q side others to i mpMoeamouacements vwithdetails \ilk
home in Bergen County. be made in the coming months, but if

you are interested in volunteering for
Togetherw Volunteers are needed to paint, gar-  Rebuilding Together please contact
den or clearup as well as for more me atdhctravel@aol.com
talentspecific tasks such as wood-
workers and other special projects. If Deedy Clark
youdre not available on April 28t h,
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Calling All Artists!

ATTENTI ON ARTI STS 4t Artets may er anaysot gfferaheir

your family, your friends, your work for sale; however, a contribu-

neighbors, your school mates, and tion to Atonement's Arts & Music

anyone else you know who enjoys cre-  Fund would be appreciated, no

ating art and vy ou0 dmaktdartkoe gréaborsmallyv i t e t o

participate. 1 Artists of all ages and abilities are
welcome to show their work.

It's time to start planning your submis- 1 Artists are invited to attend the

sions for the art eopénindconcertand Méet trerAg-me nt 0 s

sixth annual Arts & Music Festival to be ists Night.

held on Friday, April 20th through Fri- 1 Works of art must be delivered to

day, April 27th. the church by Tuesday, April 24th.
The exhibit is nglndged with no en- Come share your Gegliven talents
trancefee-and oOal | ar e and'dlebraterceecétivity.'d

show. The rules are as follows:
More details will be shared soon, but
T A maximum of four pieces per art- in the meantime if you have any ques-
ist (all and every type of creative  tions please contact John Hancock at
endeavor will be accepted). chancock@optonline.net
T Name, address and phone number
must be included on an index card
with all submissions.

Hold the Date!

Our annual oOLenten MeditiatAporosph evime nttalHes p I N gew
5:00pm on Sunday, March 4th.

We have a new, visiteiriendly and modern

Readings and poems appropriate to the season will B, in g website with a Facebook link. Check it out

interspersed between musical meditations offered by

) : ; atWWW.a nemerenafly. If you have news
Jim Millar at piano pl gy 0 ,Wet%lPZ |trés

mi nor , 6 Schubertos oMomeﬁlo At nt%\?ehltg(f(ﬂou re Ios
oMenuet . 6 John Hancock, ol rteélr ge’dlran ggswﬁ)'
Wol f o5 oAUl Ein Altest |BIEEatiob et n

A free will offering will be collected with proceeds
benefiting Atonement's Arts & Music programs.
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